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I have ymr letter of December >, 1941, 


25X1 


’’Tour opinion £t respectfully reouoatod with regard to the following 

question r 


,rt dty the Coordinator of Information authorise an employee of hi? officd 
to incur expenses for entertain: ant of representatives of foreign governments 
or others with whom contact a must he sadl while In travel status when such 
entertainment is considered by the Coordinator to be vitally necessary for 
the execution of the duties and res onoiblHtiaa assigned to the Coordinator 
by the President? 

"The Executive Order of the President dated July H# 1941# Section 5, 
states thatt f within the limits of such funds as aay be allocated to the 
Coordinator of Information by the PreaeLdent, the Coordinator may employ 
necessary personnel and make provision for the necessary supplies, facilities, 
and services, * 


"Allocations to this Office are marie by the President in accordance with 
the provisions of the item » Emergency I'm*! for the President * contain®! in 
the Military Appropriation Act# 1941, approved June 13, 1940, (lublie Ho, 

611, ?6th Congress), Tills Act is quo tocl in part, *?o enable the President, 
through the appropriate agencies of the Government, without reference to 
Section 3709, Revised Statutes, to provide for emergencies affecting the 
national security and defense and for oath and every purpose connected there- 
with, including all of the objects and purposes specified under any appropriation 
available or to be made available to the War Department for the fiscal yearn 
1940 and 1941? . . . , * 

"Although the Act hereinbefore cited does not specifically provide for 
or limit the amount of funds that may be considered available for entertain; ant 
expenses, the broad purpose of the Act would appear to allow expenditures 
for the entertainment cf representatives of foreign govern sente and others 
in the furtherance of official duties. 


"Although the Act hereinbefore cited does not specifically prcvi.de for 
or Unit the amount cf funds that may be considered available for entente!? 
expenses, the broad purpose of the Act would nrpear to allow expenditures 
for the entertainment cf representatives of foreign governments and others 
In the furtherance of official duties. 
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*’It Kill b@ greatly a preci&tod it your opinion can given this 
office at an early date iniuuaach as activities of this office are being hold 
in suspension ponding receipt of same,' 1 

The Executive Order of July 11, 1941.* 6 F, H, page 3422, provide®, ir 
part, as follov.s i 

M By virtue of the authority vested in m as President of the United 
States and as Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
it is ordered as follows j 

”1* There is hereby established the position of Coordinator of 
Information, with authority to collect and analyse all Information and date, 
which my hear upon national soourityj to correlate such information and 
data, an«i to make such information and lata available to the President and to 
such departments find officials of the Oownsasnt as the President nay determine 
and to carry out, when requested by the President, such supplementary 
activities as my facilitate the securing of information Important for national 
security not now available to the Government . 

* *- * 

"5. ’ithin the limits of aueh fund s as w&y be allocated to the 
Coordinator of Information by the President, the Coordinator may employ 
necessary personnel and make provision for the necessary supplies, 
facilities, and services." 

It is a general rule that expenditure* for entertaining individuals 
®«y be made only when authorised by statute and authorised or approved by 
proper administrative officers, 5 Canp. Gen, 455? id. 1012 

■'dth respect to the present matter, it appears that funds have teen 
allocated to your office by the i resident both undsr the Emergency Fund 
for the President referred to in the submiaeion and under a stellar fund 
appropriated by the act of April 5, 1941, Public Law 28, as amended by the 
First Supplemental National Defense Appropriation Act, 1942, Public Law 
247, approved August 25, 1541. vhile neither of these two funds contains 
specific provisions for entertainment expenses both funds are appropriated 
in broad terms s, To enable the President, through appropriate agencies of the 
Govern ent, to provide for emergencies affecting the national security mi 
defense and for each and every purpose connected therewith,” (Act of a nr 11 


5, 19434ppni*Md EarwRgfesIse 2002/06/28 : CIA-RDP78-05844A0001 001 60057-2 



B-223SD$proved For Release 2002/06/28 : CI£-RDP78-05844A0001 001 60057-2 


Under the Executive order, the Coordinator of Information is 

authorised to collect arid analyze and correlate "all information and data 
which may bear upon national security”, with further authority "to carry 
©at, when requested by the I resident, such supnleraentary activities as may 
facilitate the securing of iiiforrmtion important for national security not 
now available to the Governs***.'* it is noted, also, that in allocation 
letters of October H and 31, 1941, funds are allocated to the Coordinator 

° f B3f0rmatler ‘ ” To b * * * « for fenernl administrative expenses at 

the seat of the Government and elsewhere deta ined to be necessary by the 

Coordinator incident to col lectins anti analyzing information and data bear in. 
upon the national security, 1 ' 

In view of the above, It appear® reasonable to conclude that the funds 
here Involved are available for expenses for entertainment if the use for 
that purpose is det endued to oe necessary in carrying out the purpose 
for which the funds were appropriated, that is, to "provide for emergencies 
affecting the national security arid defense,*' Accordingly, in specific 
answer to the question submitted, I have to advise that if it be admini- 
stratively ’determined by .you that expenses for entertainment are essential 
to enable you to collect Information which may bear upon national security, 
the funds referred to in your letter, for discharging ouch duties 

may be considered available for such purpose* 

Respect fully, 

(Signed) Lindsay C. rarren 

Comptroller Gen oral 
of the United States. 
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